
APIs (Application Programming Interfaces) 

& Parameters



• Use parameters to provide different values as input to procedures when 

they are called in a program.

• Use API documentation to assist in writing programs.

• Define an API as the set of commands made available by a 

programming language.



 API - a collection of commands made available to a programmer

 An API is a reference guide which catalogs and explains the functionality of a 
programming language. If a programmer develops the practice of referencing an API, she 
can make full use of that functionality without undergoing the tedium of memorizing every 
detail of the language.

 Documentation - a description of the behavior of a command, function, library, API, 
etc.

 Hexadecimal - A base-16 number system that uses sixteen distinct symbols 0-9 and 
A-F to represent numbers from 0 to 15.

 Library - a collection of commands / functions, typically with a shared purpose

 Parameter - An extra piece of information that you pass to the function to customize 
it for a specific need.



 When defining a function, you refer to the generic name of the parameter

 think of it as a variable within the variable definition

 Then when the function is called, you pass a value to the function by listing a value for the 
parameter.

Generic 

name of 

parameter

When you call the function, you use 

a value and that value is passed 

into the function, i.e. radius = 400 in 

the 2nd line here



1. What is the name of the function 

being defined?

2. Where is it being defined?

3. What is the name of the parameters 

within the function?

4. What values are being passed to the 

function as arguments?

5. What is being returned?



 Go to studio.code.org Stage 7 and finish all 14 bubbles (including 
free response question).

 Share your puzzle 10 by selecting the share button and copying the 
URL. Go to my website and paste the URL in the link that is titled U3L7 
Puzzle 10 on my website.



 HOMEWORK: Complete U3L7 Reflection PINK SHEET 

 due at the start of class tomorrow


